THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
British hold over the kingdom of Iraq, while Palestine
protects the pipe-line to the Mediterranean. Control
of the Red Sea is maintained by the naval base of Aden
and friendly co-operation with Saudi Arabia.
The three focal points of British power in the Middle
East form an inseparable strategic whole. If one of
them is weakened the entire structure is endangered.
The Italian conquest of Abyssinia challenges them
all . . .
With the gradual development of communications
and natural resources in Abyssinia, Italy will have con-
siderable native forces at her disposal. With the
growth of trade between motherland and colony, with
the increase of Italian settlers, investments, and other
interests, Italy will undoubtedly wish to protect
Abyssinia and the trade route leading to it by military
and naval forces in the Red Sea. She will thus acquire
a growing interest in the very route which is Britain's
highway to India, the Far East, Australia and New
Zealand, and in the positions affecting its security. In
other words, it is inevitable that Italy should develop
aspirations to the control of Egypt, Palestine, the Arab
kingdoms, the Suez Canal and the Red Sea. Italian
propaganda is already busy in Egypt and Palestine.1
The Times, after the event (in an editorial on
June 10, 1936)5 sees the grave possibilities of the
Italian conquest:
The situation in the Levant and the Red Sea has
been transformed out of all knowledge since last
autumn. Egypt, flanked already by the Italian colony
i Reports of unrest in the Yemen have been very current recently. An
Aden correspondent says: *I£ civil war should break out, which seems not
unlikely, there would not only be the danger of an attack on British
territory in the Aden Protectorate but possibly Italian interference, as
Italy has long claimed an interest in the country/
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